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Happy New Year!  NDOA and PDOA are now 

NPOA.   Just a reminder that our Association is now the 

Northamptonshire & Peterborough Organists’ Association, 

welcoming friends from the former Peterborough 

Association, which has recently closed, to our community of 

organists and friends across Northamptonshire and beyond.  

We hope you enjoy your membership.    

NPOA Membership is still only £10 per year, £15 for 

families and corporates (including churches) and entirely 

free for students.   If you’re a member, subs are now due, 

please.  If you’re reading this and haven’t yet joined, why not 

join now?   If you know anyone who would like 

membership, do encourage them! Details are at 

www.northamptonorganists.org.uk/join or you can just 

contact Glyn, our Treasurer, directly for details by email at 

treasurer@northamptonorganists.org.uk.   

Chris Strange appointed DoM at Peterborough.  We 

are delighted that our President-elect, Chris Strange, has 

been appointed Director of Music at Peterborough 

Cathedral, having held the reins as Acting DoM most ably 

over the past year.  Chris will become NPOA President in 

November 2026.    If you’d like to find out what Chris, the 

cathedral choir and Music Department are getting up to, do 

follow them at Facebook.com/pborocathedralchoir.   

NPOA Epiphany and New Year Concert Saturday 

10th January, 2pm - St Peter and St Paul, Abington.   

Our very popular annual extravaganza with music and words 

performed by NPOA members and friends is once again 

held in the warm and welcoming venue of Abington church 

- the Church in the Park - in Abington Park, Northampton, 

NN3 3AB.   You can expect a variety of organ, piano and 

choral music and more. Admission is free with a retiring 

collection, and the concert is followed by refreshments.  

You will be most welcome.  Do come!  

NPOA Newsletter published.  Our latest quarterly 

Newsletter has been published and will shortly be on its way 

to members.  You can find a wealth of organ and organ-

related news and features, including an article on the 

beautifully-restored organ of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 

Wellingborough (left); a feature article on lovely new 

practice organ built by Northampton organ builder Simon 

Brown of Ark Voicing, a fascinating piece on organs visited 

during the Organ Historical Society of Australia’s annual 

conference by Stephen Taylor, and much more.     

NPOA Publications and Social Media.  We hope you 

like our new branding.  We will transition NPOA’s 

publications and social media to refreshed branding, icons,  

and social media addresses to reflect our new name in the 

coming months. We’ll be sure to let you know where you 

can find us as that activity proceeds.   The Association’s 

work - including our publications and media - is done 

entirely by volunteers, and some of the transitions are quite 

time-consuming or require changes to be made by external 

providers, so do please bear with us! 
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NPOA Forthcoming Events.  Everyone is welcome at our 2026 events - there will be more to come, but 

do please make a note of these dates now. In addition to the NPOA Concert for Epiphany and the New 

Year on Saturday 10th January, 2pm at Abington church {see details overleaf} we have: 

 NPOA Members’ CD afternoon - with a St Valentine’s Theme.  Saturday 14th February, 

2pm, Northampton.  Do join us for an enjoyable afternoon of members’ favourite music, fellowship and food.   

Joining instructions will be sent to members. 

 NPOA Visit to Eton College and St George’s Chapel, Windsor.  Saturday 9th May.  The full programme, 

joining instructions and costs will be sent to members as soon as available.  Not to be missed. 

Lunchtime Live! All Saints’ Northampton’s regular monthly series re-commences for the New Year on Thursday 5th 

February at 1.10pm with a piano duet recital by Jem Lowther and Simon Toyne All Saints' Church, Northampton - Music : 

Lunchtime Live.    

St Matthew’s, Northampton will hold at Epiphany Carol Service on Sunday 18th January at 4pm.  All most welcome. 

St Matthew's Church : News & Events - Weekly Notices  

Philip Bricher at Higham Ferrers. Saturday 31st January 11.30am. Our member Philip Bricher will play the January 

Farmer’s Market Recital at St Mary’s, Higham Ferrers,  All most welcome.   

St Paul’s, Bedford hosts a monthly organ recital at 12 noon for 45 minutes on the second Saturday of each month - 10th 

January, 14th February and 14th March.  Laurence Caldecote plays the February recital.    Details at Organ Recitals.  

Lunchtime Live - March.  A little further ahead, Adam Heron - NPOA member, former Organ Scholar at 

Peterborough, now studying at Royal Birmingham Conservatoire and Organ Scholar at Coventry - will perform music by 

Leighton, Howells, Bach and Langlais in the March Lunchtime Live! Recital at All Saints’, Northampton on Thursday 5th 

March at 1.10pm.  

Veni Emmanuel!  We mentioned last month that the 2026 Beauty in Sound organ book, featuring the finest new music for 

Advent and Christmas, has now been published and is available from the BIS store at for £25 plus P&P.   It features 14 new 

works, including compositions by Laurence Caldecote (Reflection on Veni, Veni, Emmanuel) and Adam Heron (very 

appropriately, Variations on Coventry Carol - concluding with a fabulous fugue).  You can find all the pieces played on YouTube 

here and if you’d like to, can buy the book at 2026 BIS Organ Book: Veni Emmanuel – BEAUTY IN SOUND LIMITED.  

IAO London Organ Day. The next London Organ Day on 14th March 2026 is held at The Royal Military Chapel (‘The 

Guard’s Chapel’), Birdcage Walk, which houses a brand new organ by Harrison & Harrison. Details are available now via 

https://iao.org.uk/london-organ-day/ including a talk about the new organ involving Andrew Scott (H&H) and Dr William 

McVicker (project consultant), with recitals by Tom Bell and Erwan le Prado. 

IAO Organ Festival 2026. The provisional programme for the IAO’s five day festival in Bristol next year, from Sunday 

26th to Thursday 30th July, is available now at  https://iao.org.uk/Festival26/  

Bedford Music Club Bach: Life and Death April 2026.  A new initiative, aimed at young organists (under 23), based on 

the Orgelbüchlein and The Orgelbüchlein Project, has been launched as part of Bedford Music Club’s Bedford Festival Bach: 

Life and Death in April 2026.  The Information Pack and the Application Form are available at www.bedfordmusicclub.com/

organpack.  The festival takes as its starting points both 1726 and the ideas of death, dying and grief in Bach’s music into 

contemporary settings and attitudes. A range of concerts will be programmed and this organ initiative is a way of encouraging 

organists to engage both with the music and the themes.  William Whitehead will act as mentor and the Club is in 

partnership with The Orgelbüchlein Project (www.orgelbuechlein.com).  Young organists can benefit from a Masterclass with 

William Whitehead on 8th April, and a day of mini-recitals - a Bach pilgrimage - taking in four organs around Bedford on 11th 

April.  We would encourage our student members to consider taking part - all applications by 30th January using the organ 

pack link above.   

ECHO Organ Competition ‘Jehan Crinon’ Leuven, Belgium, July 2026.  From 8th to 11th July 2026, Leuven will 

host the ECHO ‘Jehan Crinon’ Organ Competition, featuring performances on two exceptional instruments: the Goltfuss 

(1692) and Contius (2022) organs.   Open to organists born after 30th June 1996, the competition includes three rounds  - 

preselection by recording, a first round on both organs, and a final round with up to six finalists.  The first prize is 5,000 

euros, the title of ECHO Young Organist 2027 and six recitals across Europe.  Competition - Leuven Orgelstad  

IAO Offers.   The Association is affiliated to the Incorporated Association of Organists - the IAO. As an NPOA member 

you can get a discounted subscription to the IAO’s journal, Organists’ Review, Subscribe – Organists' Review, discounts of 

10% on organ music over £20 from Church Organ World, and of 5% on Viscount organs from Aspire Classical Organs.    

Newsletter Extra and the quarterly Newsletter are published by Northampton and Peterborough Organists’ Association, 

(formerly the Northampton and District Organists’ Association) registered charity no. 274679.  Find us at http://

www.northamptonorganists.org.uk/ and on Facebook and X - formerly Twitter.                                                                         

Contact us at editor@northamptonorganists.org.uk   
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